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How did Marc Rich make over 10 Billion Dollars without paying hardly any taxes? Journalist A. Craig

Copetas has infiltrated the inner circle of the commodities market and Richâ€™s associates to show

not only how Rich pulled off the scam, becoming one of Americaâ€™s most wanted criminals, but

also how other traders have used the same model to evade taxes as well. Currently the center of

yet another great controversy, Rich was wanted for evading almost 90 million dollars in taxes and if

caught, would have potentially serve a jail term of over 300 years. METAL MEN is the story of

international intrigue spanning the globe from the inside of the White House to the Kremlin. Copetas

has written a brilliantly researched work that exposes the inner workings of one of countryâ€™s

largest scams.Â 
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The brevity of Copetas' book allows it to be mercifully readable. On the other hand, Metal Men is so

condensed that federal prosecution of Marc Rich (who managed to become a Spaniard in order to

avoid extradition) and Pincus Green (who became a Bolivian for the same reason) is difficult to



follow. The best sections of the book are the juicy nuggets that leave the reader whetted for more

information. This is especially true when Marc Rich's relationship with Henry Kissinger and

Kissinger Associates is discussed. Marc refers to the good doctor as "K", perhaps an allusion to

Franz Kafka's narrator in the book Schloss. How appropriate. Clearly there was, and perhaps still is,

much mutual benefit in the relationship between two master players who operate at the same level

in their respective games. Copetas would not be faulted if he enlarged on this particular topic. One

might wish for more background on the peculiar relationship the wholesome country of Switzerland

has had with mobsters, white collar crime of a certain calibre, and kleptocratic despots over the past

decades, if not centuries. The enchanting Canton of Zug emerges as an especially infested banana

republic within a national governmental system that sees all money as created equal, and equally

welcome into its banking system, regardless of provenance. This is a far cry from the Switzerland of

alpine cheeses, pure air, teutonic ski bums, and clinics for the super rich. More the Gnome

Switzerland of secrets and Croesus grade wealth and grey teflon coated bureaucrats. Then there

hints at generally unreported connections, such as a strong, if not well known, presence Swedes in

Thailand. Swedes in Thailand ? We would like to know more.
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